The Three WOE’s

Woe means ““grief, anguish, affliction”; the three woes of Revelation are the final
judgment God pronounces on the evil inhabitants of the earth in order to spur them to
repentance (Revelation 9:20). The three woes are, indeed, a time of great anguish and
affliction for those who have pledged their allegiance to the Antichrist during the end
times.

The number 7 is significant in Revelation, and the three woes will come toward the end
of the seven-year tribulation period right before the second coming of Christ. God’s
judgments during the tribulation are pictured as seven seals, opened one at a time. The
seventh seal reveals the seven trumpet judgments. The fifth, sixth, and seventh trumpets
are called the three woes (Revelation 8:13).

he fourth of the seven trumpets brings about changes in the heavens. “A third of
the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of
them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the
R night”.
Following the fourth trumpet judgment, John notes a special warning that comes from an
eagle flying through the air. This eagle cries out with a loud voice, saying, “Woe! Woe!
Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by
the other three angels” (Revelation 8:13). For this reason, the fifth, sixth, and seventh
trumpets are referred to as the “three woes.”

WOE WOE To the inhabitants
WOE of the Earth!
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